
Minutes 
FPDC Board of Directors 
Tuesday, March 30, 2021 

SD Municipal League Conference Room 
11:30 p.m. 

 
Call to Order at 11:35– Executive Director Dave Bonde 
  
Board Members Present: 

 Larry Cronin 

 Becci Scott 

 Scott Deal 

 Daniel Hoey 

 Kale Urban 

 Dr. Michelle Hofer 
 
Board Members Absent: 

 Emily Steber (excused) 

 Shad Ludemann (excused) 

 Lyle Magorien (excused) 
 
Others Present: 

 Mayor Gloria Hanson 

 Rick Hahn 

 Dave Bonde 

 Sunny Hannum 

 Roxanne Heezen 

 Mike Weisgram 

 Fredel Thomas 
 
Dakota Wesleyan University Presentation of “Learn & Earn” – Fredel Thomas, VP Admissions & Marketing 
 Ms. Thomas had several meetings in Pierre preceding the FPDC meeting.  She had met with Capital City Center 
 (CCC), Right Turn, Kiwanis, and the Rotary Club besides an interview this morning with KGFX. 
 
 She had asked for time at the FPDC meeting to explain DWU’s new “Learn & Earn” program which is a fast track 
 for students to obtain an associate of arts in business administration.  The program is geared towards those 
 students who might not be able to attend a traditional college. 
 
 The 16 month program includes internships with area businesses and students will spend time learning in a work 
 oriented atmosphere instead of a classroom.  It is fully accredited and students can apply for grants just as they 
 would for any college program.  The cost per student is $18,000 with a $200 deposit.  Students will be paid a 
 minimum of $11 an hour for their internship.  They must have a GED or HS diploma to qualify for the program. 
 
 Ms. Thomas has met with a lot of acceptance in Pierre and Pierre will be the pilot site for the program to begin 
 in August.  DWU has reserved office space at CCC and hired Jessica Carr as a site coordinator.  Carr is an 
 instructor at Riggs High School. 
 
Review & Approval of February 23, 2021 Board Minutes 
 A motion was made by Dan and seconded by Becci to approve the February minutes.  Motion carried by voice 
 vote. 
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Accept the Review of February 29, 2020 Financials 
 Dave reported that UJS had received $50 from JKB embezzlement for December and January but he had not yet 
 received a check.  He explained that Courtney had misinterpreted a deposit to the FPDC account as a pass 
 through to Future Fort Pierre and had issued a $1,250 check to Future Fort Pierre.  The front page of the 
 “Balance Sheet” shows the transaction.  This amount has already been paid back by Tourism. 
 
 Dave explained expense items in the “Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual” as follows: 

- #601 Equipment is at 99.9% because it is paid annually 
- #610 Insurance is at 42.6% because it is paid in January 
- #623 Rent is at 25% because it is paid quarterly 

 
 The “Build, Bull Doze & Beautify” account has been closed because it has timed out. 
 
 A motion was made by Michelle and seconded by Scott to accept the review of the financials.  Motion carried by 
 voice vote. 
 
Reports: 

- City of Fort Pierre – Mayor Hanson & Staff 
Gloria reported on legislation outcomes from this session including the $75 million in one-time state funding 
to finish connecting the state to high-speed broadband.  She was also glad that after July 1, roll call vote will 
no longer have to be taken on virtual meetings. 
 
Medical marijuana will go into effect July 1 and although counties can limit the numbers of businesses, they 
can’t ban them.  HB1143 authorizes cities of under 5,000 in population to administer tax rebates to new 
businesses.  SB138 adapts an alternative budget year if a county needs to adjust. 
 
April 13 will be election for Ward 1 and Ward 3 council members.  The new Missouri River Bridge ground 
breaking took place Monday 3/19 with speeches made inside at the Chamber.  Congressional delegates 
Rounds and Johnson were there but the Governor had flown to the Hills to assess the fires. 
 
Roxanne reported that sales tax year to date through January was up 13.38% and BBB was down 5.2%.  She 
hadn’t received all the data for the occupancy tax report but after the meeting she provided it and it is down 
21% year-to-date from last year. 
 
Rick report that the “Build, Bulldoze & Beautify” Program had done a lot of good even though no home 
owner took advantage of the financial benefit.  A lot of houses were taken down and lots made available 
due to the pressure applied. 
 
The Missouri River Bridge is behind schedule and another crane is coming next week.  City projects, crack 
and seal, and 2nd Street continue and work is scheduled for the school alley and Rowe Lane.  A lagoon bid 
will be let this spring to be done late fall.  This will set Fort Pierre up for future growth. 
 
The Bad River Bridge is lit with a second controller and extra lights now as back up.  Progress has been made 
on Shane’s Pharmacy.  The new hotel is delaying.  New homes are planned for Compton’s Cove and Marion’s 
Acres.  Fort Pierre is plagued with a lack of lots.  Riverwalk Landing Developers have committed to complete 
the marina this year. 
 

- Stanley county Fairgrounds – Scott Deal 
Scott reviewed the impressive Fairgrounds calendar beginning with “Battle on the River” March 20 that had 
400 in attendance.  He is planning for their second event April 2nd & 3rd in setting up seating for 600. 
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The other rodeos will all take place as planned:  Casey Tibbs Match, High School Rodeo Finals, 4th of July, 4H 
Finals and on into the fall with Stirling Ranch Rodeo, Indian Relays, and Horse Races.  The only event 
cancelled is the Youth Team Roping School May 19th. 

- Fort Pierre Tourism & Promotion Council – Mike Weisgram 
Mike hadn’t been able to attend meetings due to his duties as a State Representative but hopes to catch up 
tomorrow at the Tourism Executive Committee meeting.  Sunny said the group had received 13 applications 
for marketing grants and had accounted for distributions of the $12,000 set aside for that purpose.  She said 
planning continued for the “First Thursdays” beginning June 3rd in Lilly Park and also Trader Days which will 
include the usual events and vendors with the addition of turkey races. 
 
Mike said there would be no riverboat again this year. 
 

- Fort Pierre Recreation Association – Todd Bernhard 
No report given 
 

- Board Committees: 

 Housing:  A meeting had been held February 26th with an engineer 

 Business Development & Retention had not met 

 Education & Community Partnership had not met but will in the near future 

 Downtown Development met on March 4th with discussions about the fix up grant, downtown 
alleys, post covid recognition and pending legislation 

 
New Business: 

1. FPDC Partnership with the City to fund Engineering Study for a Residential TIF: 
A TIF housing district is being proposed similar to one done in Spearfish and the developer will be coming to Fort 
Pierre to meet with FPDC, the mayor and Bobby Bolen, retirement home planner. 
 
The engineering study will cost $12,000 and the Mayor has asked FPDC to fund half the study.  Dave 
recommended using the Revolving Loan Fund for this purpose instead of renewing the “Fix Up Grant” program 
this year. 
 
A motion was made by Larry and seconded by Daniel to pay for ½ the engineer’s study.  Motion carried by voice 
vote. 
 

2. GOED Conference Attendance Approval: 
Dave asked for approval to attend the GOED Conference in Sioux Falls April 27 & 28 and reimbursement for 
mileage, registration and room. 
 
A motion was made by Daniel and seconded by Larry to approve travel expenses for Dave’s to attend the GOED 
Conference in Sioux Falls.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 

3. Authorization for Executive Director to Order Bank Supplies and Make Deposits: 
 
A motion was made by Becci Scott and seconded by Dr. Michelle Hofer to approve for the Executive Director to 
order bank supplies and also make bank deposits.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 

Old Business: 
1. Update to 2012 Housing Study: 

This has been postponed until fall due to the delay in the publication of the 2020 Census. 
 

Other Items: 
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- Board Retreat April 27 from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.:  A bus tour is planned which will leave the Municipal League 
parking lot at 10 a.m. and tour proposed TIF areas and other housing related areas.  The bus will return to the 
Municipal League for lunch and board and committee planning for the year.  Dave may invite Kyle Peters to talk 
about legislation related to meat packing etc. 
 

- XL Pipeline Support Letter:  This letter to the Congressional Delegates was drafted and sent. 
 
 

- Membership Renewal Update:  To date we have received 116 membership renewals (111 paid & 5 trade) for a 
total of $23,320.  Scholarship funds contributed total $2,025.  Some new memberships were received and some 
previous members upgraded from $200 to $500 memberships. 

 
- Fix Up Grant Postponement:  It was decided in Executive Committee to put these grants on hold for the time 

being. 
 

- Meetings & Travel with Kyle Peters, GOED:  Dave and Kyle met with Aaron Brewer who is interested in raising 
and processing hemp.  They also traveled to Maier Meats near Hayes to tour their excellent facility.  The owners 
are working on their State certification. 

 
- Bulldoze, Build & Beatify Grant Has Been Timed Out:  This program expired February 15, 2021 without ever 

using the money available. 
 
Adjournment by Executive Director at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Upcoming Meeting Dates: 

- Downtown Development Meeting, April 1 @ 8 a.m. Log Cabin, Breakfast provided 
- FPDC Executive Committee, April 20 @ 11 a.m. Log Cabin 
- FPDC Board Retreat, April 27 @ 10 a.m. Municipal League 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  


